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Celebrating 113 Years

From the Vth Advisor:
Green greetings all! 

The coronavirus pandemic certainly put a 
dent into some of the more public celebrations 
of St. Pats last year. This year many events will 
also be significantly different from previous 
years. Pat’s will be happening this year and it 
will be the Best Ever! I am incredibly proud of 
the students on the Board for stepping up to the 
challenges this year has presented. The Board is 
working closely with the university and the city 
of Rolla to ensure that events will be held safely. 
The spirit of St. Pats has survived pandemics 
before in 1918-19 as well as multiple wars and 
all sorts of other challenges. One of my favorite 
stories that illustrated the resilient spirit of 
Pats was during WWII. Two MSM alumni in 
a Japanese prison camp hoarded raisins and 
rice, fermented the raisins, made a rice cake, 
and celebrated St. Pats. It was unlike any Pats 
before or since, but it was truly the Best Ever. 
Compared to the challenges these two men 
faced, this year will be a piece of cake! While I 
may not be able to see you in person this year, 
the spirit of the Best Ever lives on. Happy St. 
Pats! 

President
Entering the Spring Semester, we venture ever closer 

to the 113th Annual Best Ever St. Pat’s. As we countdown 
the DAZE, we can reflect on the unique and innovative 
planning performed by our hard-working representatives 
over these months since the last celebration. 

This last year has been one like no other and after the 
cancellation of the last celebration our representatives 
have worked diligently to craft safe plans for the 
traditional events to ensure the Best Ever holds true. 
Beginning in the spring of 2019, the St. Pat’s Board has 
shifted our focus towards mental health awareness 
and suicide prevention. These pillars have become 
increasingly important as our representatives have 
endured quarantines, online course work/planning and 
mainly virtual communication. We are proud as an 
organization to have been able to safely conduct our 
meetings this semester, as well as, continuing to safely 
work together in the planning of the Best Ever St. Pat’s. 
I have personally worked closely with the university to 
university to develop safe means to continue on our St. 
Pat’s Fall traditions and maintain some consistency for 
our representatives as well as an outlet for small and safe 
social gatherings. 

This spring, I am excited to see the development of the 
new Jack Carney Puck and Plaza. As the St. Pat’s Board, 
we are glad to receive and update to a traditional area 
that the students hold dear and hope to work alongside 
the university to retain the traditional value of this 
location as well as potentially instate new additions to a 
timeless event. 

This year especially we have received an incredible 
amount of help from both those in the university, and 
local committees. We are incredibly thankful for all of the 
support our organization receives to continue crafting the 
Best Ever Celebration for our communities. This year has 
been a year of new partnerships as well as supporting 
local businesses, and charities. Every year we work with 
more and more community organizations to craft events 
that are safe for all. 

We are fired up and counting down the DAZE until this 
semester’s celebration, and have no doubt that we will 
be capable of throwing a St. Pat’s that our community 
knows and loves. With our strong group of Junior and 
Baby Reps, we are excited to present our work to you at 
the 113th ANNUAL BEST EVER ST. PAT’S!!!!
Best & Greenly,
-Benjamin Sitzes



Treasurer
As Treasurer, I work very closely with all of the 

other committees on the St. Pat’s Board. I’m there to 
make sure we spend our money effectively to provide 
the best celebration that we can. I meet regular with 
committee heads to discuss their budgets, and to 
look into how we can provide a better experience for 
the students and Rolla community. A lot of my job 
is trying to receive more funding through the school 
through the direct student funding program to make 
the celebration better and larger scale each year. 
While I’m not directly involved with any events, such 
as Gonzo and Games or the parade, I play a big part 
in making sure all the funds are allocated and we 
have the Best Ever St. Pat’s.
-Cody Goins

Vice President
As Vice President, I oversee internal affairs in the 

St. Pat’s Board. I also keep track of the progress of 
the grades of all the members on board. As well as 
keep track of the junior representative committees. To 
help make sure the celebration happens the members 
must keep up with their grades and stay on top of 
their committee work.
-Sam Ross

Salesman
As Sales Manager for the St. Pat’s Board, I oversee 

ordering all of the merchandise that you see the St. 
Pat’s Board sell on campus, locally, and online. The 
Sales team and I are consistently working with BSN 
and Heart of the Ozarks printing within the Rolla 
community to design and order all the BEST EVER 
merchandise. I also oversee the sales of each item to 
make sure that no item goes out of stock so everyone 
may have the opportunity to purchase any and all of 
our 2021 Best Ever merchandise, whether that be a 
sweatshirt, hoodie, or even glassware. 
-Mason Middleton

Secretary
This year I have been expanding the role that 

Secretary plays in the St. Pat’s Board. It’s original 
purpose was hosting Board get-a-ways, running and 
updating the Missouri S&T Engage Page, Alumni 
list-serve and the Board rep list itself. As of this past 
semester I have added both the head position/liaison 
of the Alumni Board and co-lead of the resolution 
review committee along with the President. These 
are a part of our progressive movement with the 
university to improve our public relations, as well as 
negate some of the negative beliefs held about Board 
itself. I am also in charge of this publication to send 
out to you all! If you all have any improvements you 
all would to see in future publications, feel free to 
email me at Kmb7pf@mst.edu 
-Keenan Braun

Senior Reps
Parade Fund/Septemberfest/
Historian

This Fall I held three committees, but sadly I was 
unable to do one of them as a result of COVID-19. So, 
Septemberfest was canceled. Covid -19 has made 
Parade Fund a challenge, as its difficult to sell parade 
boards for a parade that isn’t a conventional parade. 
I have been working hard with several alumni in 
an effort to find ways to sell boards. As a result of 
the several parade boards not making it into recent 
parades, I have been trying to find ways to make 
amends or find other ways to fill the spaces between 
businesses that no longer wish to buy boards. As 
for historian, I found some new material by working 
with the GDI historian to look through old St. Pat’s 
60-Miners to find games, information, and pictures. 
Additionally I looked thoroughly into Rolla MO 
yearbooks to recover lost information regarding 
parade themes and concert headliners. 
-Andrew “Flounder” Gallagher 

Recruitment/Blarney Club
This semester a lot of effort has been put into 

expanding the class of 22’s who will be in charge 

Blarney Club
The Blarney Club is a community 

of St. Pat’s enthusiasts who help 
support the events and festivities of 
St. Pat’s. They gather, they celebrate, 
and they donate to help keep the 
tradition alive. Each year, along with the hard work, 
careful planning, and esteemed dedication of the St. 
Pat’s Board, the Blarney Club’s contributions help 
ensure the continued success of our beloved St. Pat’s 
celebrations.

With your donation of $50 or more, we will 
send you one of the exclusive 2021 Blarney 
Club Shamrock lapel pin honoring your annual 
membership.

Should you choose to become a member of this 
unique group, please send your contributions, made 
payable to the St. Pat’s Board, to:
St. Pat’s Blarney Club
c/o: Cheryl McKay
804 Holloway Street
Rolla, MO 654019

Please provide your name, address and email 
address and we will include you in next year’s 
Blarney Club information. And thank you for your 
support!

Contact the Blarney Club Chair, Adam Robison at 
nargb2@mst.edu for more information.
Greenly,
Adam Robison



of running the 113th Annual Best Ever St. Pat’s 
celebration. We have added five new members to 
the 22’s. The rest of this past semester was spent 
engaging the different organizations and the general 
Missouri S&T student body in finding new members 
for the upcoming year; mostly by hosting online 
informational and game nights.

This fall I spent time designing the new 2021 
Blarney Pin and trying to improve upon the process 
of joining the Blarney Club. Blarney Club is one of the 
biggest ways the St. Pat’s Alumni and other friends 
of the Board show their support. We are currently 
working on ways in which to use the Blarney Club 
as a way to give back to the community and student 
body who show their support for St. Pat’s.
-Nicholas Robinson

Social/Green Sheppard 
Unfortunately due to Covid, socials can’t 

particularly occur, but I attempted a social at Lions 
Club Park, and that showed to be both safe and 
successful. Socials are impactful for the Board 
to socialize and distress from the university and 
responsibilities.

Throughout the semester I have set up bar nights 
whether they be in person at local bars or through 
zoom with various activities like movie/drinking 
games, computer games that multiple people can 
play, or online card games. The in person bar nights 
are impactful for the local bars in Rolla as it gives 
them good business and in turn they give us good 
deals. All bar nights are good for the board to have a 
chance to socialize as well. 
-Aaron “Mig” Ginsparg

Junior Rep Committees
Campus Sales

As Campus Sales I’m in charge of all sales 
occurring on campus and at campus events. This 
mainly entails pushing our portable sales box out on 
campus everyday of the week no matter the weather. 
This is great for students and the Rolla community 
as they will always have a dedicated in person place 
to buy sweatshirts and take a look at what’s new for 
the 113th Annual Best Ever St. Pat’s. We’ve done our 
best this year to provide COVID safety measures to 
keep the students and community both safe. The 
other part of my job is to sell at campus events. 
These include football games, the career fair, and a 
few others. I look forward to seeing everyone at our 
iconic sales truck this year.

Local Sales
As Local Sales Head of the St. Pat’s Board, I work 

to spread our brand in the great community of 
Rolla. Saturday sales are a big part with my many 
class members stationed at many fine businesses 

throughout the community selling the many apparel 
items we offer. This offers a chance for many people 
within the community to see us around and stop by 
and get their self a new 
sweatshirt. I also stock a 
few businesses around 
town for people to have 
another chance if they 
miss out Saturdays. 
I’m always working 
to find new places 
to help spread our 
image throughout the 
community.
-Ethan Stephenson

Special Sales/
Queens and Knights

This year my main goal for Special Sales was to 
fix communication between RSOs and the Board, 
as well as improving our relationship with these 
organizations. Some exciting changes have happened 
with our online store as we have expanded to the 
S&T bookstore and will soon be offering an alumni 
only page on our website! On the Queens and 
Knights front I have had to get creative when it comes 
to Covid friendly events. To accomplish this I have 
held small events linked to other locations via zoom, 
this will also be my plan going forward into the 
spring semester! This year will be very different from 
previous St. Pat’s, but I can assure you it will be the 
Best Ever! LETS GET FIRED UP!
-Eliza Drake

Costumes
As the head of the costumes committee, I create 

new costumes and accessories for the members of 
court during the week of St. Pats. The costumes need 
to be looking the best they possibly can because 
during the week of St. Pats the members of court will 
go to individual local business and take photographs 
and attempt to bring in many customers. The 
costumes committee schedules when court will 
go to these local businesses and then relays the 
information to as many other potential customers 
possible. The board love’s our city and fellow pats 
supporters and wish to return the favor.

Decoration
Decorations is a committee whose main goal is 

making sure that everything is being done, I act as 
a project manager to ensure our variety of projects 
are completed within our deadlines and that they 
are done well. It benefits our community indirectly 
by making sure other committee’s projects are 
completed. During the week of St. Pats I am the one 
creating a schedule and keeping us on track to fully 
realize our events. Decorations committee is an 



essential part of keeping the celebration the best ever.
-Dylan Neece

Float and Parade/Follies
The St. Pat’s Parade has been a long running 

tradition that only hasn’t happened at five St. Pat’s 
Celebrations, the first five, ever since there has been 
some form of parade. In 1913, St. Pat and his court 
began riding in a manure spreader. In 1916, the Dutch 
Army was formed, this was a group made up of the 
student body carrying shillelaghs, marching in the 
parade. 1920 was when they saw the first floats start 
to be added. The St. Pat’s Parade has since become 
even bigger and has had many well known acts 
participate multiple times, one of which being the 
Budweiser Clydesdales. The parade is the largest 
event that takes place during St. Pat’s, the only other 
being similar in size is the concert. It brings in a 
variety of organizations, marching bands, businesses, 
and other attractions from all over Missouri and 
even neighboring states to come participate in it. 
Crowds in the thousands come every year to enjoy 
the parade, but this year the way the parade will look 
very different. The previous parade was canceled 
due to Covid-19, but this year we have time to plan 
around it and make it safe for everyone, which is 
what I’ve been doing with the committee. It would 
not be possible to hold a normal parade, so instead 
I’m figuring out how to hold a reverse parade. A 
reverse parade is where the floats and displays are 
stationary and the spectators drive through the show. 
Given that I am the first one to have to completely 
change how the parade is working there are some 
things that I have to do that none of the Float & 
Parade alumni have had to do, like find a new place 
to hold the parade, but thanks to the help I have 
received, so far it’s smooth sailing.

Follies is more of an event that’s enjoyed 
by the campus community, not the general Rolla 
community. It’s one of the games events where 
campus organizations earn points in their effort to 
win the competition. What it is basically is an event 
where different organizations compete in various 
random games. There are games that are more 
goal based, like “Most Sweatshirts in a Minute” or 
“Greenest Person”, and there are more comedy 
based games, like “Top Ten Lists” and Limericks, 
where people get on stage and amaze the crowd 
with their horrific sense of humor. Follies is an event 
where the campus community can just go out there 
and just have fun laughing at each other, themselves, 
and even the Follies chair, because of this Follies has 
become a beloved event that has been held for a long 
time. So far with Follies I have been improving the 
usual decor that you would see at Follies, including 
the Puck. I’m doing so good that I subconsciously 
influenced campus to make it look even better with 
the construction they started on the area around 

the puck. The games for Follies are all great, I know 
because they don’t change... ever. Finally, my jokes 
have been shaping up well, so I’m confident I won’t 
flop on stage at Follies, that’d be really embarrassing.
-Colby Rhine

Concerts
Hello, my name is Luis Valdez Griffin and I am the 

Concerts Chair this year for the 113th Annual Best 
Ever! My job revolves around the programming 
of our concert that takes place after the parade. I 
reserve the location of the event and work on getting 
contracts and communicating with the artists that will 
be playing at the concert. The concert is also free to 
S&T students and the Rolla community alike and is a 
great end to our yearly festivities. I am working hard 
to plan the concert the safest way possible around 
the current pandemic but I assure you it will be the 
best ever!
-Luis Valdez Griffin

Ceremonies
This year for Ceremonies, I have created an invite 

for the Knight’s and Queen’s Coronation, came up 
with a detailed list for decorations, and Came up 
with plans for both Street Painters and Coronation. 
Each one of these required me to work closely with 
members of Missouri S&T and Rolla communities. 
For example, in order to work on a plan for Street 
Painters and Coronation, I had to work closely 
with the Director of Student Involvement, John 
Gallagher and the City Engineer, Steve Hargis. By 
working closely with both the Campus and the City, 
my committee is constantly engaged with both 
communities.
-Casey Lane

Gonzo and Games
Gonzo and Games is a tournament-based event 

hosted by the St. Pat’s board during the Thursday 
and Friday of Pat’s, but why is it so important? For 
the hard working students of Missouri S&T, the 
games take place over their two-day break which 
allows for complete focus on joy. Games have been 
a cultural center for entertainment, relaxation and 
a means of letting out stress for centuries, Gonzo 
and Games is no different. The 10 games available 
to students over the course of two days allow for 
complete participation, as the games themselves 
provide complete variety so that every student can 
find a game they’ll enjoy participating in. Many 
organizations participate in the games vying for 
the first place trophy at the end of Pat’s, but for the 
community members and alumni, the most important 
part of Gonzo and Games is the beer garden. The 
beer garden is always served by a local business and 
is open to all who are over 21 and is accompanied by 
a number of local food vendors as well as live music. 



As such, many alumni and community members 
attend to reconnect with old friends and support 
small businesses that help Rolla thrive. Hence, 
Gonzo and Games is so much more than games, 
it’s a means of supporting the greater community, 
including alumni, students, and community members 
at large.
-Natalie “Natty” White

Participation/Publicity
As Publicity and Participation, I’ve been modifying 

our game traditions to keep everyone safe and 
healthy, while still focusing on having a fun and 
memorable semester. Participating in St. Pat’s 
competitions brings campus organizations together 
to make memories and, engage in a long standing 
tradition on our campus. Our social media is our best 
way to connect with our off campus fans, as well as 
striving to stay in communication with all fans of St. 
Pat’s no matter their location. 
-Elliot Sutalski

Grateful Board
Over the last semester I have been fairly busy 

setting up for St. Pat’s. The vast majority of my pre-
Pat’s preparations have been setting up reservations 
and signing up vendors for the celebration. I have 
also set up the contract for the Grateful Dead Tribute 
Band, which is a big event for the town. 
-Nathan Bailey 

Court Arrival
I have been working on a lot of decorations for 

Court Arrival. This includes restoring the two parade 
vehicles, the spreader and rail cart, as well as 
working on redoing the button stands. The vehicles 
should up to working order, fired up and ready to go! 
Covid has made a regular Court Arrival impossible, 
but I am working on ways to make it safe. 
-Zachary Heisner

2021 St. Pat’s 
Schedule of 

Events
If an item has TBD, or is entirely missing from this list, 
it is due to the event being kept open until approval 
and discussion with University and Rolla regulations. 
As soon as updated information is available, it will be 
publicized on all available social media. 

Monday March 1st – Wednesday March 3rd 
9AM- 4PM: Snake Invasion, Missouri S&T Campus

Thursday March 4th 
-7:30 PM: Court Elections, Zoom link to be posted
-9 PM: Grand Procession, Havener Atrium 

Monday March 8th – Tuesday March 9th 
-12 PM: Follies at the Puck

Wednesday, March 10th 
-11:45 AM: Court Arrival begins on Pine Street
-12 PM: Court Arrival & Follies, Rolla Bandshell 

Thursday, March 11
-9 AM-12:30 PM: Gonzo Gives Back (St. Pat’s Day of 

Service) Havener or TBD
12 PM-6 PM: Gonzo and Games, Schuman Park
Friday, March 12
-12 PM- 6 PM: Gonzo and Games, Schuman Park
-9 PM: Coronation Ceremony, Zoom link to be posted

Saturday, March 13
-6 AM: Street Painters’ Breakfast (Private)
-7 AM: Pine Street turns green
-11 AM: Reverse Parade, Lions Club Park
-1 PM: Grateful Board Festival, TBD
- 3 PM: Drive in Concert, TBD
- 6 PM: St. Pat’s award winners announced, City Hall

The Puck
Through the past couple of years The Puck at 

Missouri S&T has gone through a couple renovations, 
and every year prior we’ve always repainted to fit the 
current year. Now as we approach the 113th Annual 
Best Ever St. Pat’s of 2021, we are privileged to not 
simply get a new fresh coat of paint, but a whole 
new renovation! St. Pat’s Board is honored to receive 
the new Jack Carney Puck and Plaza for not only the 
Best Ever and the St. Pat’s Board, but for all of the 
community here at the Missouri University of Science 
and Technology.


